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October celebrated reading, first with the Book Fair 
and then with Read-In Week.  Thanks to the 
volunteers that helped with the Book Fair and thanks 
to the many guest readers who came to read for us!  A 
highlight of Read-In Week was Friday afternoon buddy 
reading.  The older students were paired with younger 
ones and they spent a half hour reading together all 
over the school.  It was a beautiful site to see! 
 
As we celebrated Thanksgiving, we are so thankful for 
our students, their families, our staff, and the 
community that surrounds us.  We are also thankful 
for our parish, St. Clare.  Students in grades 3-6 were 
able to attend mass at church and the grade 4 
students received their bibles.  On November 19 at 
9:30am, Kindergarten, grade 1 and grade 2 students 
will get their turn to celebrate mass.  Parents are 
welcome to join us for mass at St. Clare Parish 
November 19. 
 
As October wound down students at St. Jerome joined 
in praying a Novena every day leading up to Catholic 
Education Sunday on November 3rd. Novena is an 
ancient tradition of devotional prayers either private or 
public which are repeated for nine successive days.  

St. Jerome is participating in the Edmonton Public 
Library Card program this year. Literacy for our 
students and their families continues to be a priority in 
our District and at St. Jerome and the EPL Card 
Program is a great way to get students and families 
into the local libraries. Application forms were sent 
home with your child in October. If you are interested 
in obtaining a free library card, please return the 
completed forms to school by November 8th. 

We are looking forward to a volleyball tournament for 
grade 4-6 students on November 14 at St. Nicholas 
School.  The students have been making the most of 
recess for practice.  We hope you have a great time! 

We will 
begin 
robotics 
with our grade 1-3 students starting Tuesday, 
November 5th, 2019. The FIRST LEGO League 
Junior club will meet every Tuesday from 3:30-4:30. 
This year's Lego theme is "BOOMTOWN 
BUILD". FIRST LEGO League Jr. is designed to 
introduce science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) concepts to kids ages 6 to 10 while exciting 
them through Lego build with coding. 

Robotics for grade 4-6 will begin after the volleyball 
tournament.  The FIRST LEGO League club will meet 
every Monday afterschool from 3:30 – 4:30, starting 
November 18.  The theme for the competition this 
year is “CITY SHAPER”.  An information meeting for 
students will take place next week during recess – 
listen to announcements for more details. 

Remembrance Day will be celebrated with our 
students from grades 2-6 at the Beverley Memorial 
Cenotaph on Friday, November 8th. The Ceremony 
begins at 10:30 and parents are welcome.  Please 
dress warmly for this trip to the Cenotaph. A historical 
fact: The Beverley Memorial Cenotaph is one of the 
oldest in Alberta and it was erected in 1920 
by soldiers from the small mining town of Beverly 
— now an Edmonton neighborhood — who had 
returned from World War I. They created the 
Beverly Veterans’ Association and one of their 
first orders of business was building this memorial 
for their fallen brothers. 

We also celebrate the great academic 
achievements of our students as our grade 6 
students continue to do very well on the 
Provincial Achievement Tests.  Thank you to the 
students and staff for their diligent efforts.  Thank 
you, parents, for your support at home.   
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Demonstration of Learning will be held on 
November 28th from 1:30 – 4:00pm and 5:00 – 
7:30pm.  Please come with your child(ren) and 
see what they are learning. There will not be 
report cards at this time. Report cards are issued 
at the end of January and June. 

Thank you for your help in verifying student 
records in PowerSchool and for checking on your 
child’s achievement as well.  If you need support 
using PowerSchool, please call the office or drop 
by for some assistance.  A reminder that anything 
in blue is a link to additional information in 
PowerSchool.  

Looking ahead to December, If anyone would like to 
use the Christmas Bureau please contact Kaitlynn 
Ross, our Family School Liaison Worker via email at 
Kaitlynn.Ross@ecsd.net or via phone at 780-616-
0292. 

 
 This is the second digital newsletter.  If 

you would like a paper copy, please call 
the office and we will provide you with 
one. 

 The next Rundle Heights Park 
Redevelopment committee (Playground) 
meeting is at St. Jerome School at 6:30pm 
on November 19th.  

 The next School Council meeting is on 
November 18 at 6:30pm in the school library.  
All parents are welcome to attend. 

 Parent volunteers are needed for the 
2020 casino.  The dates are February 2 & 
3 at the Century Casino on Fort Road. 

 Sacramental preparation information is 
available on the parent board outside the 
office or contact Rose at 
Rosalind.Derksen@caedm.ca  

 
 
  

 
Theresa Lema    Paula Borges-Couture 
Principal    Assistant Principal    
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November 2019 

   "Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.” 

This passage from the Prayer of St. Francis presents us with a beautiful vision of how to live our lives.  
When we view ourselves as an instrument of God, created and intended to share His love in the 
world, then we can live a life that is full of the sacred.  In this month of November, as we honor our 
fallen soldiers on Remembrance Day and the victims of the Ukrainian genocide on Holodomor 
Memorial Day, this prayer offers us an excellent starting point for reflection on how we, as 
individuals, help to build a more peaceful and just world. 

There are many ways in which we evaluate the quality of educational experience that our students 
receive.  At our Public Meeting of the Board on October 22, we were very pleased to share the results 
of our Alberta Education Accountability Pillar. This “report card” provides all school jurisdictions in 
Alberta with ratings in sixteen measures that are combined into seven categories which track our 
progress towards reaching our education goals. We have received a rating of Excellent in 9 measures, 
Good in 4 measures, and Acceptable in 3 measures. We also presented our Division Satisfaction 
Survey Results at the Board meeting. This survey measures areas such as satisfaction with our 
Catholicity, quality of education, leadership, and so much more.  You can read more about our 
excellent results  by visiting www.ecsd.net and looking under Annual Reports and Results or by 
clicking here. 

Each year, the Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories celebrate the first Sunday of 
November as Catholic Education Sunday.   It is an opportunity for all of us to reflect upon and give 
thanks for the great gift of publicly funded Catholic education in the province of Alberta.  The theme 
for this year is United in Prayer and Grateful for Catholic Schools.  It speaks to the ongoing call for us 
to unite in our advocacy and prayer for Catholic education. Please visit our website by clicking here to 
read the Bishops’ letter and the Novena for Catholic Education Sunday, as well as to view their video 
message. 

The provincial budget was tabled on October 24. During the upcoming weeks, as we receive the 
detailed information about our funding, our budget team will unpack that information and its 
implications for our Division.   

In closing, I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis: “This is our mission: to show by our lives, 
and perhaps even by our words, that God loves everyone and never tires of anyone.” (Oct.20/19) 

Have a blessed November! 

Sincerely, 

Joan Carr 
Superintendent 
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https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/District-Satisfaction-Survey.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/catholic-identity/what-is-catholic-education/catholic-education-sunday/Pages/default.aspx


Edmonton Catholic School Division:  Catholic Identity Plan 

By:  Eugenia Kowalczyk, PhD 
 Principal, Catholic Identity 

Catholic identity is at the heart of who we are as individuals, in community, and in faith.  Looking at 
oneself from the inside can be a somewhat revealing experience. At the very heart of our being, we are 
children of God created in His image and likeness; worthy of dignity and respect, unconditionally.  
Although this is the gold standard for expressing our Catholic identity it is easier said than done. Doubt, 
questions, and uncertainty chip away at our understanding of self.  As we absorb diverse worldviews, 
distinct value systems, and varied life experiences the strands of our identity are weaved.  As Catholics, 
these strands of identity influence how we understand faith as an integral part of our life. 

Our Catholic schools are places where Catholic identity is learned, practiced, and lived.  Precisely as 
stated in Edmonton Catholic School Division’s vision statement, “Our students will learn together, work 
together, and pray together in answering the call to a faith-filled life of service.”  This life of service 
rooted in faith, requires constant nurturing and attention. If left unattended, we risk living by default 
rather than with intention.  Catholic schools are called to plant the seeds of faith in each child with 
gentleness, respect, and love with Jesus Christ as cornerstone. 

Ensuring our Catholic schools remain distinct in their mission, it is essential to deeply invest in the 
nurturing of Catholic identity within our school communities.  As a framework for understanding, 
articulating, and living our Catholic identity Edmonton Catholic School Division has implemented a 
three-year rolling plan, specifically focused on nurturing our Catholic identity.  

https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/Division-Plan-for-Continuous-Growth.aspx 

 The plan outlines three broad foundational goals: 

1. My Catholic school belongs to God’s family, 
2. My Catholic school has a charism where our gifts are shared, 
3. My Catholic school is the place where we learn to live our faith in our contemporary world.  

The Catholic school should be filled with a spirit of trust, a willingness to collaborate and cooperate, and 
a sincerity of living a life of faithful witness founded on the teachings of Christ. As each of these strands 
elicit, each child is placed at the center of the Catholic identity plan.  In our Catholic schools, we want 
students to feel a deep sense of belonging that erases any feelings of isolation.  It is a place where each 
individual student discovers the gifts of the spirit that lie deep within and are encouraged to share them 
for the common good. Catholic schools need also be able to help students discern their life in the midst 
of a contemporary and ever changing world by developing a faith filled mission and purpose.  

At ECSD, we remain committed to quality Catholic education that is distinct from other publicly funded 
school divisions. Pope Francis, at the Gravissimum Educationis Foundation’s conference entitled, To 
Educate is to Transform urges Catholic educators to remain hopeful and inspire this sense of hope in 
students. This is achieved by helping students understand that they belong to one human family with a 
clear and consistent Catholic identity that is faithful to the pursuit of harmony and service to the 
common good.  The vision of Pope Francis and ECSD are clearly aligned both placing the student at the 
center of the Catholic educational experience, by nurturing their sense of belonging, worth, and dignity.   

https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/Division-Plan-for-Continuous-Growth.aspx
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 2 

     Non-uniform Day  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
  Grade 6 Field trip to City 

Hall 
First Lego League Jr. 
after school 

Go Auto Box Lunch  
(Turkey Sandwich) 

AYP after school 

 Non-uniform Day  
Grade 2-6 to Cenotaph 
for 10:30 ceremony 
Hot Lunch 
Grade 1 & Kinder to 
Farm Fair PM 
 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 Remembrance Day 

No School  
First Lego League Jr. 
after school 

Grade 6 Immunizations 
Go Auto Box Lunch  
(Macaroni & Cheese) 

   

Volleyball Tournament 
at St. Nicholas 1-7pm 

Non-uniform Day  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 School Council Meeting 

6:30pm Parents 
Welcome 
First Lego League (4-6) 
after school 

K, 1 & 2 mass at St. Clare 
9:30am Parents 
welcome 
First Lego League Jr. 
after school 
Playground meeting at 
6:30pm (St. Jerome) 

Go Auto Box Lunch  
(Egg Salad Sandwich) 

AYP after school 

 Non-uniform Day  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 First Lego League (4-6) 

after school 
First Lego League Jr. 
after school 

Go Auto Box Lunch  
(Beef Meatballs & Pasta) 

AYP after school 

Demonstration of 
Learning (1:30 – 4:00, 
5:00 – 7:30) 

Non-uniform Day 
Family Movie Night 6pm 
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